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South West Foundation, the Learning Curve, the Learning and Skills Council and the European Social Fund have, in partnership are delivering a funding and capacity building programme of over £600,000 to Voluntary and Community Sector Organisations throughout the South West Region. The grants are aimed at supporting small Voluntary and Community Sector Organisations to move people who are furthest removed from the labour market toward employment. The programme is now closed for applications. The wide range of organisations funded through this programme are listed below by geography.
Gloucestershire Total grants awarded for Gloucestershire £59,630

Churn Project

The Churn Project is a community-based service for Watermoor, Beeches and Cheston in Cirencester. They provide a range of services for the unemployed, older people, children and families, and encourage community participation. The project will run small group courses at an entry level, providing basic confidence-building, communication and basic skills training. The courses for women will be craft based, the NEET young people will be taken to a Forest School. 

Grant awarded: £10,055

Art Shape

Artshape is a Community Arts Organisation working to enable equal access to creative experiences. Predominantly works with adults facing disabling barriers such as disability, mental health issues, economic deprivation.  The project will train and accredit 15 individuals  who have difficulties in obtaining employment to undertake an accredited Creativity in Social Care course. 10 others will take part in elements of the course without accreditation.
Grant Awarded £8,019

Gloucestershire Dance

Gloucestershire Dance promotes dance activities, with a focus on increasing quality, access and inclusivity. The project will provide an intensive course and work placements for disabled people wanting to explore the option of employment within the dance/arts world. 
Grant Awarded £7,998

Stroud Community Radio
Stroud Community Radio broadcasts to the Five Valleys of the Stroud District. Several hundred people have been trained to become broadcasters.  Over the last two years they have targeted ‘disadvantaged’ people.  The application is to run a 12 week structured, unaccredited course in basic radio skills for clients of The Nelson Trust, a rehabilitation Centre.

Grant Awarded £7,998
Forest Of Dean Music Makers

Forest of Dean Music Makers uses music to engage ‘excluded’ people of all ages in activities, training and volunteering.  The project will provide an extra level of information, training, mentoring and volunteering for participants over 12 months to enable them to develop their confidence and employability.
Grant awarded; £9,768

Vision 21 Gloucestershire

Vision 21 is an environmental development organisation promoting green issues amongst businesses and local people. The “Get up and Grow” project will recruit and train unemployed volunteers to establish and maintain two allotments, April-September 2009. These volunteers will come particularly from the learning-disabled community, and single-parent families
Grant Awarded £10,796

Carers Gloucestershire

Carers Gloucestershire supports adult carers for a friend, family member or child.  The project will run two courses, “Moving On” for Carers wanting to return to work or volunteering and “Communicating Carer Issues” to teach carers how to publicise the effect of caring on their lives. The first course will run for two days at four different venues, the second will be a one-off run in short units of up to four hours each.

Amount Awarded : £6,644

Wiltshire and Swindon: Total Grants awarded 
£64,380

Swindon Advocacy Movement

Swindon Advocacy Movement (SAM) was formed in 1995. The organisation provides advocacy services for people with learning disabilities (aged over 16 years) to help them speak up for themselves and get the services and help they need to improve their lives. It runs separate advocacy projects (currently 5). SAM’s proposal for funding is to run a Speak Up training programme for people with learning disabilities in Swindon to enable them to move towards greater independence, including employment. People with learning disabilities will form a team and volunteer to plan and manage the courses. 

Grant Awarded:£7,256

Soundwell Music Therapy
Soundwell Music Therapy Trust provides music therapy in the community for people with mental health problems, women and carers. It provides ongoing sessions, pilot and one-off outreach work. The project proposal for funding is to set up, deliver and evaluate a 10 month active participatory music therapy project for adults with mental health needs in Wiltshire with the aim of promoting progress towards employment.
Grant Awarded: £11,929:00

Reach Inclusive Arts
Reach Inclusive Arts provides arts projects for people with mental health issues and disabilities such as physical impairment, learning difficulties, sensory loss. The main activities include: running a theatre company; workshops in dance, visual art, storytelling etc; advocacy work for artists with disabilities; acting as an agency for disabled artists to find commissions. The proposed project, Working Arts, is to run 24 arts sessions specially designed to provide training opportunities for their beneficiaries who have either never worked or who are unable to work. The aim is overcome barriers and to help them gain confidence self-esteem and assertiveness. 

Grant awarded; £7,331

Lifestyle Support Services( Formerly Working for Opportunities Trust)

The Lifestyle Support services provides the means for disabled people and their carers to take control of their lives; provides encouragement, assistance, advice, guidance and support for independent living.It also provides relief from unemployment for disabled people and their carers. The project to be funded is to support 15 people with long term health conditions (disabilities) move towards employment by providing training and advice.

Grant Awarded: £9,090

Wylye Coyotes afterschool Club 

Wyles Coyotes Afterschool Club is a breakfast, Afterschool and Holiday Club caring for children (3-12) including children with disabilities and provides education and training for local people in a rural area - Wylye Valley, Warminster. The project to be funded is to offer supported work placements (10 weeks) to single parents, unemployed young parents and registered disabled people on their Play Train Project.

Grant Awarded:£8,960

SPLITZ Support Services

Splitz Support services provides a range of services for adults and families with experiences of separation, divorce and domestic violence. It runs various services including a residential unit for teenage mums, voluntary a perpetrator programme (men) and housing related support. The project for funding is a Buddy scheme delivering a low level mentoring and befriending service to help people who are survivors to move forward.

Grant Awarded:£11,638

U-Too
U-Too provides support services such as education, training, advisory, counselling to disadvantaged young people living in the community – working mostly with teenage parents aged 16-20, NEETs (Not in Education Employment or Training) learning disabilities, deprived neighbourhoods. The project to be funded is to provide: outreach support, mentoring, progression opportunities for training and practicing job search and budgeting skills for teenage fathers-to–be and young fathers aged 16-19. 
Grant awarded £8,176

Dorset: Total Grants awarded Dorset Allocation : £90,889
Body PositiveBody Positive Dorset provides support to people living with or affected by HIV.  They do this by offering complementary services such as Reiki and Reflexology, emotional and practical support and offer training and outreach.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to support and train four or five of their registered users as trainers of Awareness and Prevention Training in HIV and move them toward becoming trainers

Grant awarded:£8,775

Lyme Regis Development Trust

Lymenet Limited is a subsidiary of Lyme Regis Development Trust The organisation provides ITC, Skills for Life courses and general learning advice for Lyme Regis and surrounding areas.  The Community Grant will enable the group to provide an individual focused programme of job related skills training for people who are unemployed or in part time employed people.

 Grant awarded: £8.850

Beaminster Learning Centre

Beaminster Community Learning Centre provides information, advice and guidance, ICT support training, skills for life tuition, local information and tourist advice to clients aged between 16 – 80+, including school leavers, young and/or single mums and retired people.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to work in partnership with Job Centre+ to provide basic skills training for people who are furthest from the labour market.
Grant Awarded;£8,250

Toby’s Shaftesbury Young Peoples Project

Toby’s Shaftesbury Young Peoples Project aims to provide a safe environment for advice, information, social activities and informal education for young people.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to build a tailored programme of activities to build the young peoples’ confidence and self esteem to enable them to attain an ASDAN certificate of Personal Effectiveness.
Grant Awarded:£7,912

West Dorset Food and Land Trust

West Dorset Food and Land Trust operate a series of practical projects to promote health and social inclusion.  They provide cookery workshops for all ages, vocational catering for young people aged 14 – 24 years including a ‘youth led’ café, recycling programme and food hygiene.  The Community Grant will enable the project to run 28 sessions of hands on cookery and food hygiene courses over an eight month period, supporting up to 21 beneficiaries

Grant Awarded:£4,603

Bournemouth People First

Bournemouth People First is run for and by people with learning disabilities.  They campaign for equal rights, develop and run training and awareness, consult, run conferences and monitor and evaluate services.  They also design accessible information, hold workshops and run events.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to support 10 of their existing volunteers to gain non accredited training, work towards accredited training and gain the soft skills needed to move onto further employment through an individual support planning service including mentoring towards accredited training.

Grant Awarded:£8,000

Play Plus Association

PlayPlus Play Association aims to offer a voice for play providers.  They provide information, advice and guidance in play work, deliver accredited and non-accredited training and promote best practice.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation promote play work as a vocation and encourage new entrants into the vocation in order to address a skills shortage

Grant Awarded £10,509

Dorset Scrap Store

Dorset Scrapstore aims to advance the education and social welfare of children and adults through play, and help the environment by promoting the reuse and the recycling of materials.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to hold a series of craft based workshops for parents, childcare workers and those aiming to work in children.

 Grant awarded £6,900
Sherborne Youth Resource Centre

Sherbourne Youth Resource Centre gives advice, information, guidance, support, training and education for mainly young people up to the age of 25 years.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to provide learning and training opportunities to those not in employment including independent living skills and interpersonal skills such as CV writing, job applications and interview skills

Grant Awarded :£8,000

Disability Wessex

Disability Wessex provides disability information, advice, advocacy, and support including the promotion of independent living and disability equality.  They also provide training, consultancy and research on disability issues and equality. The Community Grant will enable the organisation to employ a volunteer co-ordinator to develop their volunteering opportunities within Disability Wessex and work with an additional 15 disabled volunteers and carers some of whom will be based at home depending on their needs.

Grant Awarded £12,000

Mediation Dorset

Mediation Dorset provides the opportunity for people in dispute to discuss and reach a mutually acceptable resolution.  They also provide training in conflict resolution and mediation skills for adults and young people. The Community Grant will enable the organisation offer five courses across East Dorset in Listening & Communication skills and Conflict Resolution skills to 80 unemployed people

Grant Awarded £7,090

Somerset: Total Grants awarded £68,837

Such Project

The Such Project supports people suffering mental ill-health with a range of alternative therapies.  The project is to enable them to develop and run a course focussed on return to work for a group of 20 clients and ex clients.  The whole project will run over a year, with the course lasting approximately 16 weeks followed by assistance for participants to identify their “next steps”

Grant awarded:£8,480

Timber Re-use Community Enterprise

Timber Re-use Community Enterprise Ltd recycles materials for landfill, mainly timber and works closely with disadvantaged people in West Somerset. It provides a range of services including: comprehensive training, practical work experience, developing apprenticeship and employment opportunities, timber product manufacture. The project to be funded is to enable 16 people, mostly unemployed women over 16, to participate in practical, supportive and participative activities, such as making wooden containers, growing vegetables and personal development sessions to help increase their confidence, self-esteem and basic skills.

Grant awarded: £7,730

Glastonbury Community Development Trust

Glastonbury Community Development Trust provides information, advice and support to community members about employment, training and voluntary opportunities, mostly via Glastonbury Opportunities Shop. The project to be funded is to run 3 intensive employability courses (each course 10 weeks long) mainly for long-term unemployed people.

Grant awarded:£3,750

Compass Disability Services

Compass Disability Services is a user led organisation for disabled people which works to enable people to have equality of opportunity in their lives by promoting independence, choice and control; empowering and enabling disabled people, promoting equal access and inclusion. The project to be funded is to provide a training course (16 sessions) to help disabled people to understand their disability, where they ‘fit’ in society and the employment market and their potential, valuable contribution to society and to move them toward the labour market.

Grant Awarded;£8,400
Robert Barton Trust

The Robert Barton Trust provides information, practical help and support to people living in or near Glastonbury who have problems associated with accommodation, substance misuse, unemployment or their health. It helps people to empower themselves to take responsibility for their own development. The project to be funded is to run a series of creative taster courses (x20) designed to raise their clients self-esteem and confidence.
Grant awarded:£7,750
South Somerset Disability Forum

South Somerset Disability Forum (SSDF) aims to enable the voice of people with disabilities to be heard and establishes lines of communication and consultation with service users and service providers. SSDF provides a range of services such as improving access, equality awareness, telephone helpline. The project to be funded is to provide a training programme for SSDF clients and volunteers (at least 16 beneficiaries) to gain: a range of life and employability skills; specialised skills in carrying out Access reviews and an additional capital amount for computers (£390).This will give participants new skills and confidence.

Grant Awarded:£7,852

Bridgwater Arts Centre

Bridgwater Arts Centre offers creative, cultural and artistic opportunities to the local community, organises performances and exhibitions, runs arts workshops,  and creative community projects, targeted at vulnerable groups. The project to be funded is to run specific creative participatory projects for recovering addicts and people with mental health issues to help them to develop their creative and personal skills , to give them the confidences and skills to move people toward employment
Grant Awarded: £8,200

MIND in Taunton and in West Somerset
MIND in Taunton and West Somerset provides information, support, activities and advocacy for mental health service users in the area.  The application is to extend the working hours of the Project Worker responsible for the Food for Life food cooperative, for one year.  This will enable the development of the Co-op as a vehicle for volunteer opportunities which will enable service users to move into paid work
Grant awarded: £7,325

New Direction: MIND In Sedgmoor

New Directions (MIND in Sedgemoor) runs a variety of information, support, activity, mentoring and therapeutic services for mental health service users. They also run a Day Centre from their base in Bridgewater. The application is to employ a Project Leader for an already established gardening and cooking project.  This leader will support additional volunteers to become involved in growing and cooking healthy food for the Centre’s kitchen.  Some volunteers will also gain accreditation in Food Hygiene, First Aid and Health and Safety.

Grant awarded:£9,350

DEVON Including Torbay and Plymouth: Total Grants awarded £146,108

Seize the Moment

Seize The Moment works with young people aged 11 – 25 in rurally isolated and deprived communities through the arts.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to open a once a week drop in centre in Hatherleigh, an isolated rural community in West Devon. They aim to provide IT skills training, run a community café affording food preparation and catering experience, photography, film making, art, DJ, Drama and music workshops, and sports provision in partnership with Hatherleigh Area Youth Project. 
Grant awarded: £8,476

Honicknowle Commnet Ltd

Honicknowle Commnet Ltd aims to support residents in Hociknowle and surrounding area through education and the provision of facilities for recreation and leisure activities. The community Grant will enable the charity to run the ‘Workzone Project’, a series of issue and skills based workshops over three nine week periods for young people aged 16-25 who are working less than 16 hours per and who are experiencing difficulties in moving toward employment or training. 

Grant awarded: £7,110

Narturkidz

Naturekidz provides forest school based activities to children, young people and adults in woodlands, parks and community places.  They also provide volunteering opportunities to travellers, unemployed/low income and lone parent individuals.  The Community Grant will enable the group to run eight creative forest skills workshops to 10 unemployed/low income, homeless, traveller, or disabled adults.

 Grant Awarded:£6,485

Freedom Social Projects
Freedom Social Projects is based in Barnstaple with the objective of social welfare, supporting people who are homeless or in recovery from drug and/or alcohol dependence and provide training.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to deliver the Meaningful Occupation, Volunteering to Employment (MOVE) project to support 140 beneficiaries from the above client groups.  The project will incorporate gym sessions, arts and crafts, supported volunteering, non accredited training and work experience.
Grant awarded £12,000

Soundart Radio

Soundart Radio Limited is a licensed community radio station for Dartington/Totnes area aiming to support local people to make creative and interesting radio.  They provide free training, support local artists and promote contemporary music.  The Community Grant will enable the group to run a six week training course on ‘Creative Radio’ for 12 unemployed people.

Grant Awarded: £8,250

Inverteign Family Learning Centre

Inverteign Family Learning Centre based in West Teignmouth (in top 20% most deprived areas in South West) aims to engage adults with few/no qualifications in learning, provide internet access, deliver basic qualifications, support adults to return to work and provide a venue to the local community.  The Community Grant will enable the group to facilitate unemployed adults to use their supported internet/computer access including help with CVs, letters of application, completing applications and help with job searches.  They will also run engagement workshops/activities such as healthy eating, managing stress, craft workshops and reading stories to your children.

Grant awarded £5,000

Amber Initiative  
Amber Initiatives aims to support migrant workers, particularly from Eastern Europe to settle, adjust and participate in British society.  They provide information, advice and guidance and work in partnership with agencies to improve the lives of migrant workers.  The Community Grant will enable the group to support 150 unemployed or employed for less than 16 hours per week migrant workers and their dependants.  They will provide a drop in 1-1 direct support or indirect support by email or telephone, helping with CV’s, form filling and letter writing skills.
 Grant awarded £6,250
Plymouth Play Association

Plymouth Play Association supports play through the provision of a Toy Library, Scrapstore, and art shop and play workshops in the community and at events.  The Community Grant will enable the association to provide volunteering opportunities to vulnerable people living in Plymouth

Grant awarded £8,150

Organic Arts

Organic Arts aims to educate the public in rural and environmental issues and the arts through farm educational visits and open days, community garden, walks, art exhibitions, workshops, pottery, work experience, information centre and outreach work.  The Community Grant will enable the group to extend their community garden project to two days per week, increasing their volunteer base, run bi-monthly gardening workshops and renovate the tool shed to be used as a place for volunteers to eat lunch during inclement weather.

Grant awarded £9,242

Double Elephant Print Workshop
Double Elephant Print Workshop (DEPW) covering Exeter and rural Devon aim to make printmaking accessible to the wider community including artists, people with mental health issues, prisoners, children, adults dealing with brain injuries, and young people at risk of exclusion.  The Community Grant will enable the group to offer printmaking sessions to people with mental health issues.  This would include Print on Prescription, an introduction to printmaking enabling existing participants to move onto more independent activities.

Grant awarded: £8,860
Budshead Trust
Budshead Trust, covering Ernsettle and North West of Plymouth, aims to promote the area as a centre for learning and development.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to run a non accredited Computer Employment Course.  The drop in course will help with word-processing, spreadsheet and database skills combined with CV’s, application forms and job searches.
Grant awarded: £8,000

MIND In Exeter and North East Devon LTD

MIND in Exeter & North East Devon Ltd aims to promote the health and emotional well being of people with mental health problems living in the target area.  The Community Grant will enable MIND to run courses and provide monthly support in Exeter & Torbay to improve recovery, self-esteem, motivational skills and raise the confidence of individuals experiencing mental health difficulties, their carers and relatives.

Grant awarded £8,175
Access to Community Education(ACE)

ACE provides and supports people with disabilities and their carers to access educational, recreational and other leisure time activities. The Community Grant will enable the organisation to enhance a community garden, recruit volunteers particularly with mental health issues and eventually create a social enterprise
Grant awarded £7,416
Community Projects North Devon

Community Projects North Devon works with vulnerable and excluded people in North Devon to develop confidence, skills and opportunities such as volunteering and work opportunities, accommodation for learning disabled and homeless people.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to employ a gardener to support clients on an allotment.

Grant Awarded £8,829
North Prospect Community Learning(NPLC)

NPCL covering Plymouth with North Prospect (a super output area) aims to provide a culture of lifelong learning and opportunities to enable residents to realise their potential.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to run a three pronged programme of support through non accredited training.  
Grant Awarded £8,000

The Ivy Project

The Ivy Project aims to engage with disadvantage and disaffected young people in volunteering to build confidence, improve social skills and develop practical work based skills.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to deliver training and give support to improve the employability of excluded and vulnerable young people
Grant awarded £8,165

Wings South West

Wings South West aims to give disadvantaged young people access to new learning opportunities such as digital music/animation, conservation, cob roundhouse/community garden projects and motor mechanics.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to extend and continue their Trax – motor mechanics project
Grant awarded £9,300

Wolf and Water

Wolf & Water Arts Company use the arts to work creatively and therapeutically with people with learning disabilities, mental health issues, young people at risk, young offenders, children with life threatening illnesses and their families, post conflict communities, homeless people and staff and aid workers working with the above groups.  The Community Grant will enable the organisation to run two courses of work preparation in Bideford and Barnstaple for adults with learning disabilities.
Grant awarded £8,400

Bristol and West of England

Single Parent Action Network ( SPAN)

SPAN provided training, information and life coaching, ESOL classes and learning support for single parents, backed up with child care. The Project will run three two twelve week courses targeting hard to reach single parents to help them improve life skills and well being. Three courses will be run over one year.

Grant awarded £8,308

Bristol Citizens Advice Bureau

Bristol CAB provides advice on civil legal issues including benefits, debt, consumer immigration. The project will recruit and train tend new volunteers from the refugee community who will gain transferrable skills and confidence and will help signpost other Refugees to CAB services. Three courses will take place over one year

Grant awarded £7,979

Humdard

Humdard delivers culturally appropriate training, information and family support to Asian and Somali women. The funding is to enable the organisation to offer increased childcare top enable women to attend more courses and take part in more activities. This project will give women access to employment related courses and courses designed to increase self confidence and life skills.
Grant awarded £7,083
Somerset Wood Recycling

This is a social enterprise collecting scrap wood and recycling it by selling the wood on and making wooden items for sale. The organisation uses and supports a team of volunteers who undertake wood collection, warehousing and sales activities. The project is to support the copsts of providing ten volunteer placements over 12 months to people who do not currently qualify under their current funding. These will be people who have a variety of barriers that make it difficult for them to access employment.

 Grant awarded £9,300
Bath City Farm

 Bath City Farm is a community owned green space which provides opportunities for outdoor learning and community involvement. The application will resource a new volunteering programme for current volunteer and new client to explore employment in a green skill area. There will be four programmes of three months each, working with a maximum of 12 people per courses. The grant will also enable the organisation to put evaluation in place to improve the effectiveness of the volunteering programme in moving people toward employment.

 Grant awarded £9,956

Bristol wood recycling project

 This project recycles waste wood for use in simple products for sale as DIY materials. They use volunteer as well as paid workers and target people in need of extra employment support. The project rund 8 week course for current volunteers who are furthest removed from the labour market.I t will be run three times over the course of the year with a maximum of 6 participants per course. An external tutor will also train existing staff so that they can deliver this course in the future.

Grant awarded £11,967

Overseas Chinese Association

Overseas Chinese association functions as a community centre for the Chinese Community In Bristol and the wider South West Region. They run a variety of groups and activities for different age groups and needs. The project will provide Chinese people who are currently unemployed with qualifications and catering skills to enable them to move toward a job in the Chinese catering industry.

Grant awarded £8,404

Silai For Skills

Silai for skills provide training and employment support to disadvantaged women. They offer vocational training in creative textiles, which are accredited. They deliver information. Advice and guidance, and they provide a free crèche, literacy, numeracy and ESOL. The Community Grant will enable the organisation to develop a new programme of vocational training in the field of hair beauty and healthy living. They also aim to develop their Silai Bag Project to replace plastic bags.

Grant awarded £12,000

Hartcliffe and Withywood Community Partnership

Hartcliffe and Withywood Community Partnership is a community led partnership established to lead regeneration and renewal of the local area. They do this by supporting local people to get involved and to give them a voice. The partnership manages a community resource centre runs public meetings, supports the local Disability Forum and Vision BME. The community Grants will enable the organisation to offer more structured, formal volunteering opportunities for local residents aged 16+ who are long term unemployed.
Grant awarded £10,580

Basement Studio

This is a youth music organisation working with disadvantaged young people providing open access sessions, outreach and special projects. The project is to establish and run a personal learning and work experience programme over 11 months to a maximum 0f 38 participants.

Grant awarded £8,720

Black and Minority Advocacy Clinic (BAC)

BAC aims to empower and build the capacity of BME people and groups in Bristol They offer advice, guidance and counselling, organise recreational and leisure activities, conferences, workshops and seminars. They promote BME culture and lobby for equal opportunities. The grant will enable them to support BME individuals to find employment by signposting them to current job opportunities providing basic IT numeracy and literacy. They will also provide help with CVS applications and interview support.
Grant awarded: £10,550

Bath Area Play Project
Bath Area Play Project maims to advance the education of children and young people by providing holiday play schemes, youth clubs, programmes for teenagers, toy library and training and support. Most of their work is with children form low income families, living in the ‘disadvantaged’ areas, poor housing, or with challenging and antisocial  behaviour. The Community Grant will enable the organisation to employ a youth worker to build relationships and work with 16+ young people who are furthest removed from the labour market establishing support packages for them.

 Grant awarded £10,000

Sul ‘Art LTD

Sul ‘Art LTD is a social enterprise working with ‘disadvantaged’ individuals and communities using art to develop confidence and skills. The grant will fund a twelve week programme running four workshops in dance, creative and visual art, poetry and music for unemployed lone parents , recovering alcoholics, refugees, young people, disabled people and women from BME backgrounds.

Grant Awarded £7,938

Total grants for Bristol and the West of England £122,505
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